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CRASH 
START 


An exciting story of the 
Navy’s gallant — coastal 
forces—the Motor Torpedo 
Boats which encountered 
the vicious German E-boats 
and armed raiders in the 
English Channel. 












DON’T FORGET ! 
FOR THRILLS... ACTION... DRAMA... BUY 


WAR PICTURE LIBRARY 


Next month’s two exciting issues, which will be on sale 
Friday, 15th May, are: 

NO. 17—COMMANDOS DIE HARD 

NO. 18—SUICIDE SQUADRON 








Order your copies today ! 


No QUARTER | 


AS THE YEAR 1941 DREW TO AN UNEASY: CLOSE; THE MARTIAL AND NAVAL MIGHT OF 
JAPAN WAS MOVING REMORSELESSLY ACROSS ASIA AND THE PACIFIC OCEAN. THE 
J PRIDE OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY HAD BEEN HUMILIATED BY THE TREACHEROUS 
fj, ATTACK ON’ PEARL HARBOUR AND THE VELLOW AND BLOOD-RED BANNER OF THE 
Yel RISING SUN WAS BORNE TRIUMPHANTLY BEFORE THE JAPANESE ARMY AS IT 

Hal MARCHED. SOUTHWARDS TO FRESH CONQUESTS » 











© The Amalgam 


2 Na Quarter 


Chapter. FIRST ONSLAUGHT 


ACROSS THE PARADE GROUND OF THE ROYAL CORPS GF SIGNALS BARRACKS IN HONG KONG 4 
DISTANT OUTPOST OF THE BRiTISR EMPIRE. STRODE LE NANT-COLONEL LARKIN, THE 
MANDING OFFICER MQ. HENRY PENNYFEATHER | SCIENTIST. 








PENNYFEATHER » HE'S A SOUND) RELIABLE 
OFSITER... & GOOD MAN 
AT YOUR SIDE. 








EQUIPMENT WAS BEING BROUGHT TO A STATE OF UTMOST PREPAREDNESS; FOR IT 
MED CERTAIN THAT HONG KONG WAS SOOM TO FIND ITSELF UNDER ATTACK 


OM TI JAPANESE « = 
ules H'RUMPH, ER... 


/ »»¢ THERE) CORPORAL) MISTER SAMSON. .> 
THAT'S WHERE THE FAULT H COULD i BOTHER 
!S.eeTHAT RESISTANCE P YOU) PLEASE 7 
HAS BURNT OUT. o 








MELTENANT SAMSON TURNED WITH J i) RALLO: SIR! 
BE RIGHT 


TWAS ERSY TO SEE HOW BILL 
SAMSON HAD COME TO BE NICKNAMED 
SWILER! BY OFFICERS AND MEN ALIKE - 


LE MR. PENNYFEATHER GINGERLY RUBBED HIS NUIMBED FINGERS AFTER SMILER’S 
VIGOROUS HANDCLASP; THE C.O. EXPLAINED THE PURPOSE OF THE SCIENTIST’S VISIT. 





MISTER PENNYFEATHER \ 7 HATS FINE BY 
HAS BROUGHT SOME OF THE / Wi, SIR. NO REASON 
LATEST RADAR EQUIPMENT OUT { WHY WE SHOULDNT 
FROM ENGLAND. HE 'S TO FIT IT , TART RIGHT AWAY IF THE 
uP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE ON OUR | EQUIPMENT IS 
ADVANCE AIRFIELDS) AND YOU; / 





SMILER ») ARE GOING TO ESCORT 
tM AND GENERALLY SEE HE 
SETS ALL THE HELP _HE 
NEEDS. OKAY ? 


\ 
AY 





4 No Quarter 


WITHIN TWO HOURS) A VAN WITH THE RADAR EQUIPMENT SPECIALLY 
INSTALLED INSIDE !T WAS THREADING (TS WAY THROUGH THE NARROW 
CROWDED STREETS OF KOWLOON ON THE MAINLAND OF CHINA. 


WHAT | CAN’T UNDERSTAND, ig i THERE'S BEEN NO TIMETO NN 
| PROF) 1S WHY THEY SEND A 7 INSTRUCT ANYONE ON THIS 
“SENTIST BOD LIKE YOU OUT- >» AAC || FeetaA| NEW RADAR) MISTER SAMSON... 

SHOULD HAVE THOUGHT j sh} {T WAS A TOP PRIORITY RUSH}; 
SOMEONE IN THE. SERVICES 77 Ny ATK Ze JOB FOR THE FAR EAST 

COULD HAVE HANDLED 2 AREA « 


> THINGS. < oA 














CN Oy Sh HeRE 
hz 








FORTY MILES INLAND) THEY REACHED THE CLOSELY GUARDED ENTRANCE TO A ROYAL. 
AIR FORCE AIRFIELD AND WERE WARMLY WELCOMED BY THE STATION COMMANDER 


WE'RE MIGHTY. GLAD TO 
SEE YOU, LIEUTENANT. OUR OLD {T SHOULON)T 
RADAR COULDN'T ‘SEE’ A MOUNTAIN TAKE LONG TO FIX UP) 
IF (T FELL ON IT) AND IVE AN SiR. THE PROF KNOWS 
UNEASY FEELING THE JAPS ALL THERE 1S TO BE KNOWN 
ARE COOKING UP ABOUT IT. ..HE HELPED 
SOMETHING ./ TO MAKE iTe 











No Quarter 
THE COMPLICATED AERIAL ARRAY OF SOON MR.PENNYFEATHER WAS INSTRUCTING 
THE RADAR HAD TO BE-ERECTED THE R.A.F. RADAR OPERATORS WHO WERE 
BEFORE THE SET COULD GO INTO TO CONTROL THE NEW EARLY WARNING 
OPERATION. SYSTEM ee KEEP THE ANODE 
CURRENT STEADY... SO! ANY AIRCRA=T 


WILL YOU | PICKED UP BY OUR BEAM WILL CAUSE 
LIK 


BE LONG, MISTER 
SAMSON? THE SET !S 
ALL READY. f 


ONLY GOT TO CONNECT 
UP THIS PIECE OF 
TRELLIS WORK. 


P=-PLANES 


Mi 
APPROACHING ... MANY 
OF THEM J 


——— 
—— 
—F 
—— 
— 
—— 
-— 
—— 
——} 
——I 


CRIKEY ? 
THEY MUST 
BE SAPS! /) 


‘SMILER GAVE A WARNING YELL; AND THE AIR RAID } 
SIREN WAILED EERILY ACROSS THE DROME... / 





LLL u 


Z » AND ROYAL AIR FORCE FIGHTERS 
LIMBED INTO THE AIR WITH A RISING 
| CRESCENDO OF THUNDERING ENGINES # 


THE BRITISH PLANES BARELY HAD TIME TO CLIMB TO A FEW THOUSAND FEET 
A GREY COMPACT CLOUD APPEAREG LOW ON TRE HORIZON; APPROACHING FAST. 3 
FEARLESSLY) THE R.A.F. PILOTS HURLED THEIR MACHINES HEAD-ON AT THE ENEMY, 








No Querter 











8 No Quarter 


NOTHING COULD STOP SOME OF THE BOMBERS BREAKING 
{ROUGH AND THEIR DEADLY CARGOES BEGAN TO FALL ON 





JSAP TANKS.0+ 
OR (M4 A CHINAMAN! 
BOY) HAVE WE GOT 
TROUBLE | 


THE YOUNG SIGNALS OFFICER NOTICED HE FLUNG HIMSELF INTO ONE OF THE GUN’ 
THE SILENT BOFORS GUN POSITION LAYERS’ SEATS AND SWUNG THE BARREL 
| NEARBY AND SPRINTED TOWARDS IT. _ DOWN SO THAT {T POINTED TOWARDS 





wr 


THE ADVANCING TANKS. 


LOOK OUT, =~ A 
(THERE! Mi COMING SS aay ree 
GOT SOME UNWELCOME 
MISITORS THAT ARE GETTING 
CLOSER AND NASTIER 
EVERY SECOND. 








No Quarter % 


OVER OPEN SIGHTS? THE QUICK- Dg 


FIRING GUN BEGAN TO PUNCH DOWN 


BEHIND THOSE 





HELLS NKS 
SHELLS. AT THE ENEMY TANKS» ++ SANDBAGS ..0 


AND START 
FIRING) ¢°-- 





THE TANKS HESITATED, TWO OF THEM ALREADY OUT 
OF ACTIONe+ sAND THEN BEGAN TO LOOK FOR A 
WAY ROUND THE CENTRE OF RESISTANCE « 


GOT ANOTHER CLIP READY P 
WE'VE GIVEN THEM SOMETHING 
TO THINK ABOUT. 








10 No Quarter 


THEN) AS ANOTHER CLIP OF SHELLS WAS BANGED INTO POSITION) 
SMILER SAMSON FELT A HESITANT HAND ON HiS ARM. 





ER...MISTER SAMSON... ~IN VIEW 
OF THE SOMEWHAT DANGEROUS 
SITUATION. « » DON'T YOU THINK WE 
OUGHT TO GET THE NEW RADAR OUT 
OF HARM'S WAY? IT MUST NOT FALL 
> INTO THE ENEMY’S HANDS) 


YOU KNOW. 





SMILER HANDED OVER CONTROL OF 
THE BOFORS GUN TO THE SERGEANT 
OF THE DROME’S DEFENCE FORCE, 
AND RACED TOWARDS THE RADAR 
VAN WITH THE SCIENTIST. 






By GOLLY) PROF... 
tO FORGOTTEN ALL ABOUT 
YOu th THE EXCITEMENT. YOU'RE 
DEAD RIGHT... «THINGS LOOK 
PRETTY HOPELESS HERE,.. 
THE AIRFIELD DEFENCES 
CAN ONLY DELAY 





THE TRUCK’S ENGINE ROARED INTO LIFE 
AND SMILER SAMSON DROVE IT ON A Z:G- 
ZAG COURSE ACROSS THE AIRFIELD: 
WHERE FRENZIED EFFORTS WERE BEING 
MADE TO STRENGTHEN THE DEFENCES. 
















ALL ABOARD, 
LADS ++. IT’S GETTING 
TOO HOT FOR THiS BOX 
OF TRICKS. WE'RE 
GOING BACK 
TO HeQe 







THERE'S THE 
STATION COMMANDER 
«+ e!'D BETTER HAVE 

A WORD WITH 





No Quarter 


THE BOX-LIKE TRUCK SCREECHED TO 
A HALT CLOSE BY THE AIR FORCE 


OFFICER. 
| DECIDED THAT WE'D 
BETTER WITHDRAW. THE RADAR 
BACK TO BASE) SIR — WE CAN)T 
RISK IT HERE. | HOPE YOU 


VERY WISE) 
LIEUTENANT, WE 
CAN'T HOPE TO HOLD 
OUT HERE FOR MORE 
THAN A FEW HOURS, THE 
AIRCRAFT HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN DIVERTED TO 
BASE AIRFIELDS. 


tom 


ROAD BEFORE US, 


SMILER TURNED THE 
ANG PRESSED HIS FOOT HARD 
HE ACCELERATOR JUMPING 


a8 JUPITER | THEY 
ARE THAT! HOLD 
SOLDIERS ON THE ON TO YOUR 
HAT) PROF! 
MISTER SAMSON «2. 
AREN'T... AREN'T 
THEY JAPANESE? 


WE CAN)T STOP NOW | 


PRESS ON .-- AND LET’S 
HOPE THERE ARE NO 
TANKS AROUND THE 
CORNER. 








No Quarter 
/THE VAN FLASHED BY STARTLED YELLOW FACES) 
"AND A RAGGED VOLLEY OF RIFLE SHOTS 
FOLLOWED IT DOWN THE ROAD. 


} 





FORTUNATELY THE ENEMY SOLDIERS MUST HAVE BEEN AN ADVANCE PATROL WHO HAD 
BROKEN THROUGH TO THE MAIN ROAD») FOR THE OCCUPANTS OF THE VAN MET NO 
OTHERS. TWENTY MILES ON, SMILER PULLED UP BESIDE A CONVOY OF 

BRITISH ARMOURED CARS AND 














THEY'VE ‘CUT THE ROAD BY THE 
ARTIELERY.s AIRFIELD) WHICH WAS BEING 
ig EA MBA ATTACKED BY TANKS 
wy ee Sk 1} ee P WHEN WE LEFT. 
aN Rh 


WE'RE ON 
OUR WAY THERE 
NOW TO TRY TO GET 
OUR LADS OUT 
BEFORE THEY'RE 
_ OVER-RUN. 





No Quarter 13 


"DURING THE FOLLOWING TENSE .DAYS; THE ARMY MADE A FIGHTING WITHDRAWAL 
1 TO THE ISLAND OF HONG KONG CLOSELY PRESSE! 
} DIVISIONS. THERE THEY TURNED AT BAY. y 


TT 








YOU CAN: 
, ALR Sree 
"S QUIET. «+ tL 
JUST UKE EIS THERE WAITING TO 
> POUNCE» 








AND POUNCE THEY DIO! BEFORE LONG) THE JAPANESE WERE Vii 
FIGHTING SAVAGELY TO GAIN A FOOTHOLD ON THE TINY [ISLAND 
AND ALL RANKS WERE THROWN INTO THE BATTLE « 


J POST YOUR MEN AMONGST THE 
TREES OVER THERE, MISTER SAMSON, 





MORE LANDINGS ARE EXPECTED ANY 
TIME AS THE JAPS ARE FINDING 
SX THEIR ADVANCE HELD UP 
ALONG THE COAST. 


14 No Querter 
THE LANDINGS CAME AS PREDIC i 
JAPANESE MARINES HURLED TH 

ACE OF WITHERING F 
ey 
HERE THEY 
COME) LADS... 





DESPITE FEARFUL LOSSES) SOME OF THE }- GET BACK..-AND 
INVADERS STORMED UP THE CLIFFS. TAKE THOSE OTHERS 

$ = WITH YOU ! 

t a 2 fe Z 








No Quarter ‘5 
THIRTY MINUTES LATER... 


WE'VE HAD ORDERS THAT EVERY 
SEFORT IS TO BE MADE TO GET MISTER Y 
PENNYFEATHER AND FIVE OTHER RADAR 
SPECIALISTS OUT OF HONG KONG.WE)RE 
GOING TO TRY TO FLY HIM OUT TO 
SINGAPORE...» TONIGHTe AND YOU... 
MISTER SAMSON «+ ARE GOING 

WITH HIM / 


FOR A WHILE) THE ASSAULT WAS BROKEN. 


THE C.0’S COMPLIMENTS) 
SIR... WOULD YOU REPORT 
TO HIM AT HeQs ATONCE? 
mM MISTER RAWLINGS IS 
COMING UP TO TAKE 
pr OVER COMMAND. 








BACK? OKAY... 
IF THAT’S WHAT 
HE WANTS.» 


ME? 
BUT...BUT) 
SIReeel CAN'T 
























'M SORRY) SMILER... THAT'S 
AN ORDER! THE JOURNEY BETWEEN 
HERE AND SINGAPORE |S FRAUGHT 
WITH DANGER. «- AND YOU MAY 

HAVE TO USE ALL YOUR INGENUITY 
TO GET YOUR PARTY 
THERE. 


















HANG IT) SIRee- 
TO HAVE TO LEAVE JUST 
WHEN THE TROUBLE’S , 
STARTED. OH WELL «1 GUESS 
{T'S NO GOOD PROTESTING « 
WISH MY MEN THE BEST OF 
LUCK FOR ME) SIR«-- 

1 THINK YOURE ALL 
GOING TO NEED IT! 





16 No Quarter 


Chapter 2. FLIGHT OF PERIL 


AS SOON AS THE SHORT EVENING MR. PENNYFEATHER AND SOME OTHER CIVILIAN 
HALF-LIGHT HAD DEEPENED TO RADAR MEN+-.ANOD LIEUTENANT BILL SAMSON) 
DARKNESS) A BOAT PULLED AWAY ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS) SCRAMBLED i 
FROM THE SHORE OF A SMALL BAY ABOARD THE SARO LONDON FLYING BOAT.. 
ON THE WESTERN SIDE OF THE 
ISLAND OF HONG KONG 











UPS-~-A- DAISY) 

PROF... DON'T 
MISS YOUR STEP 

OR YOU'LL GET 
i! A DUCKING « 


LEAVING A TURBULENT WHITE WAKE ON THE 
DARK WATERS, THE GREAT AIRCRAFT 
THUNDERED INTO THE AlRe« a 





No Quarter 7] 


THEY HAD NOT BEEN MANY MINUTES AIRBORNE WHEN THE NIGHT SKY 
ABOUT THEM WAS TORN APART BY JAGGED WHITE FLASHES «- + 


— Ww = 7 7 
: W717 MUST.BE A FLAK-SHIP! WE'D 

RY ANTI“AIRCRAFT BETTER CHANGE DIRECTION SOON) 
a ’ PILOT.«.!T'S. DEAD CERTAIN 


THEYILL PLOT THE COURSE , 
WE ARE NOW ON. ; AYE Lee 
‘ AND SEND 
FIGHTERS AFTER 








THROUGH THE NIGHT...INTO THE HARSH LIGHT OF DAY... 
THE FLYING BOAT DRONED ONWARDS, UNTIL iT SEEMED 
THEY MUST HAVE ESCAPED ALL PURSUIT. BUT THEN. «+ 


PLANES 
TO PORT) 
SKIPPER... 
FIGHTERS ! 


THEY'VE FOUND < 
us f 












No Quarter 


THE SLEEK AND DEADLY JAPANESE AGHTERS | | WIND SCREAMING THROUGH STRUTS ANO | 

BORE DOWN UPON THE LUMBERING MACHINE | ] BRACING WIRES) THE FLYING BOAT SWOOPED! 
= DESPAIRINGLY INTO THE FLEECY a 

SHELTER OF THE CLOUDS. 


7 
f 


wT, 















4 HIT ONE... 
SMACK IN THE 
works 










‘BUT THE CLOUDS WERE SPARSE AND WIDE-SPACED AND AS THE FLYING BOAT CAME 
RA FEW MOMENTS: THE ZEROS POUNCED ‘AG 


tia, \ gt 















No Quester 1g 


THE GREAT PLANE STAGGERED AS THE INJURED PILOT'S HAND FELL LIMPLY FROM THE 
ONTROLS. THE CO-PILOT SNATCHED AT THE STICK) BUF EVEN THOUGH HE EXERTED ALL 
HIS STRENGTH HE COULD NOT BRING HER UNDER CONTROL . 2 GZ 




























‘SATISFIED THAT THE BRITISH PLANE WOULD NEVER PULt OUT OF THAT 
HDEATH DIVE) THE ZEROS TURNED AWAY. BUT THE CO-PILOT: AIDED BY 
{SMILER SAMSON) HAD NOT GIVEN UP THE STRUGGLE 

SHE'S 
STRAIGHTENING 
out 


















BUT TOO 
LATE! WE'RE 
GOING TO HIF 


2 No Quarter 


NEXT MOMENT THE FLYING BOAT 
} GOUGED A PATH THROUGH THE J 
MATTED JUNGLE AS IF IT 

WERE A GIANT CHISEL 2. 





No Quarter ai 


AT LAST 1T CAME PONDEROUSLY TO REST...AND ALL WAS STILL. IT SEEMED SS 
IMPOSSIBLE THAT ANYONE COULD HAVE SURVIVED SUCH A CRASH... BUT THE fea 
FUSELAGE WAS STRONGLY CONSTRUCTED) AND MIRACULOUSLY IT HAD = 


AC BAD: I'M AFRAID, MISTER 
A y} SAMSON. THERE ARE 
7 PROF. Ws ONLY THREE OF US 
THANK HEAVENS , LEFT ALIVE. 
YOU'RE SAFE. a 
HOW ARE THINGS 
BACK THERE? 











IN A CLEARING CLOSE TO THE WRECKAGE) THEY BURIED THEIR 
DEAD...AND THEN TOOK STOCK OF THEIR POSITION. 





WE MUST BE vf 1S THERE 3 THERE ARE PROBABLY 
ON THE MALAY LIKELY TO BE §/ PLANTATIONS FARTHER INLAND+ 
PENINSULA ) ABOUT ANY HELP NEAR #7 WE'LL RIG A STRETCHER FOR THE 
SIXTY MILES NORTH {if PiLOT..«AND START WALKING. THE 
OF SINGAPORE. 4 SOONER WE GET MOVING THE 
, i ( BETTER«e.- HE NEEDS 
MEDICAL ATTENTION. 









No Quarter 


ER JIM MORE COLLECTED | J THEY MADE SLOW PROGRESS... BUT MANY 
WHAT LITTLE WATER THERE WAS (HOURS LATER ; THE NARROW TRACK BRANCHED 
ABOARD THE CRASHED PLANE; INTO A ‘BROADER TRAIL AND THEIR HOPES ROSE, 


AND THEY STARTED THEIR TREK. xy. ~SAIRCAS *, 


FOLLOW THE PATH; PROF... 1 
iT MUST LEAD SOMEWHERE.. ECO Ks LOO: 
VHERE 4 HOUSE) MISTER 
AND IT RUNS IN A SOUTHE See RIEE 
DIRECTION WHICH 1S THE = : 
WAY WE WANT, 





PILOT OFFIC 




































hum! 
DOESN'T SEEM 
MUCH SIGN OF 
LIFE) PROF. 








WHEN THE TATTERED ANO WEARY MEN REACHED THE CORNER OF THE 
QUNGALOW,... THEY FOUND A RAMSHACKLE TRUCK STANDING AT 
THE VERANDAH STEPS. !T WAS LOADED WITH LUGGAGE . 
LOOKS AS IF THE OWNER : WHERE... WHERE 
iS MOVING OUT...HERE JM 7 ON EARTH HAVE YOU 
HE IS) |! SHOULDN'T A CHAPS COME. FROM ? YOU'D 
WONDER ! / ete BETTER NOT STAY HERE.-- 
; THE JAPS HAVE LANDED 
JUST UP THE COAST. 








No Querte? 
PTHE PLANTATION MANAGER CAME CLOSER ”  BuT- BLT MY BELONGINGS ARE 


ON THE TRUCK. OH WELL)! SUPPOSE 
THEN WE'LL } MIGHT AS WELL DUMP EM... IT 
HAVE TO SCROUNGE 3 LOOKS AS IF THE WHOLE OF MALAYA 
ACLIET FROM YOU; SIR. S GOING TO BE QVER-RUN 
WE MUST GET THIS a BY THE YELLOW DEVILS. 
INJURED MAN TO 
A DOCTOR. 


-HARRY CLEGG) THE PLANTER) REMOVED SOME OF 

HIS LUGGAGE FROM THE TRUCK) AND THEY MADE 

[THE INJURED AIRMAN AS COMFORTABLE AS 

POSSIBLE ON SOME BEDDING. THEN SINGAPORE... 

THEY GOT GOING . HERE WE COME+s.. 
3 = WE HOPE / 





24 No Quarter 


THEY RATTLED:DOWN THE MOUNTAIN ROAD IN FINE STYLE) ee sags 
LURCHED ROUND A SHARP BEND AND THEN... >» 


Se 

















THE BRAKES SCREECHED DESPAIRINGLY AND IT SEEMED THAT 
THEY MUST CRASH +... BUT THE TRUCK SHUDDERED TOA 
HALT, MERE INCHES FROM THE ARMOURED CAR. 

; Ey 


WHO ARE YOUsee AND WHERE ARE 
YOU FROM ? THIS AREA IS SUPPOSED 
_ TO HAVE BEEN CLEARED. 





MY NAME'S CLEGG, 
CAPTAIN... 1! GUESS PM 
THE LAST ONE OUT OF 

THE NORTH WEST 
SECTOR. 





No Quarter B 


THE ARMY CAPTAIN LOOKED ENQUIRINGLY A DEEP FEELING OF SADNESS OVERWHELMED] 
esate sullen fg Dey ena eae er 
‘AND WE'RE ON OUR WAY z a TW NOW t PAI 
TO SINGAPORE FROM HONG ¢ HANDS. OW DEAD OR IN JAFENESE 
KONG) SIR». .QUR PLANE , YOU'D BETTER GET es 
WAS SHOT DOWN ON ON YOUR. WAY. THE ENEMY HAVE 
THE COAST. MADE SEVERAL LANDINGS ALONG 
~ THE COAST...» ONE CLOSE BY HERE, 
wa FROM HONG dW THERE'S ONLY A THIN LINE OF 








ene OR eS | TROOPS HOLDING THEM AWAY 
i t > FROM ‘THE 7 
THAT ITS FALLEN, 1M > See Soe 
AFRAID. YOU MUST OY \i 
HAVE GOT OUT JUST A) WB 887 Ta 

IN TIME - f 


WITH BILL SAMSON AT THE WHEEL? THE PLANTER'S TRUCK 
SINGAPORE ROAD. !T HAD NOT COVERED 
WORE THAN A MILE WHEN THE SOUNDS 
OF GUNFIRE ECHOED AND RE-ECHOED 
AROUND THE HILLS, 








SOUNDS AS IF THE JAPS 
HAVE REACHED THE ROAD> 
LA{EUTENANTe THE ARMOURED 

CARS ARE IN ACTIONe 


SO ONCE 
AGAIN WE RUN WHILE 
OTHERS STAY BE! 
AND FIGHT. 


26 Ivo: Quarter 





AND FORTRESS OF SINGAPORE. 
Wy 


“AN 






















SMILER REPORTED TO THE NEAREST 
MOVEMENTS OFFICER. 


YOU SAY YOU'VE GOT THESE CivvY RADAR 
EXPERTS WITH YOU. AS (T HAPPENS: THERE'S A 
BOAT SCHEDULED TO LEAVE SINGAPORE WITH 
A NUMBER OF VARIOUS SPECIALISTS . YOU'D 
BETTER GET ACROSS TO THE PORT WITH 
YOUR PARTY AND LOAD THEM ABOARD. ILL 
MAKE OUT A MOVEMENT ORDER FOR YOLe 


SORRY. TO DISAPPOINT YOU ; 
LIEUTENANT... YOU'LL BE GOING | 
WITH EM! THEY/RE STILL IN YOUR / 
CHARGE AND YOU'LL HAVE TO 
ESCORT THEM ON THEIR 
WAY «++TO JAVA. 











THANKS ; SiRe 
MLL BE GLAD TO 





[AND A LONG PENT-UP SISH OF | 
FRUSTRATION BURST FROM 
SMILER SAMSON 


No Quarter 


AMH® FHE NOISE AND BUSTLE OF THE BUSY DOCKSIDE; SMILER / 
| USHERED HIS FOUR CHARGES ABOARD A SMALL PASSENGER / 
| SHRP. THE QUEEN OF THE ISLANDS «> + 








7 MESSRS. PENNYFEATHER ; BATES: 
HOWARD AND JACKSON «+5 ALL 
PRESENT AND CORRECT ! ALL 
ABOARD FOR THE LAST 
»BUS HOME! 





(T WAS SEVERAL DAYS BEFORE THE QUEEN OF THE ISLANDS NOSED OUT FROM THE QUAY 


TOWARDS THE OPEN SEA...» AND SMILER SAMSON) HIS HEART HEAVY) LEANED 
| MOQOILY ON THE RAIL 


NERS MISTER SAMSON, »,SMILER.»+)M SORRY THAT WE HAVE 
pas SY BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN DRAGGING YOU AWAY FROM THE FIGHT 

SSS { YOU FEEL YOU SHOULD BE IN) BUT TAKE THE ADVICE OF AN OLDER 

Sans. AND 82 PATIENT! THERE IS A GREAT DEAL OF TRUTH IN 





THE OLD SAVING ‘HE WHO FIGHTS AND RUNS AWAY) 
LIVES TO FIGHT ANOTHER DAY.’ 





























HANKS) PROFss. 
VOL MAY SE RIG! 


28 


THROUGHOUT THAT NIGHT AND THE 
LLOWING DAY) THE SHIP WITH ITS 
QLITARY DESTROYER ESCORT HEADED 
SOUTH WEST INTO THE. TROPIC SEAS» 








F7,_ THE CRUISER IS OUR TARGET, 
GUNS. SIGNALMAN) MAKE A 
SIGNAL TO QUEEN OF THE ISLANDS 
1AM ENGAGING ENEMY. TRY 
TO SLIP AWAY. ! 


No Quarter 


THOUGH TAKEN BY SURPRISE ) THE BRITISH DESTROYER yH.M.S.CULVERLEY) WAS QUICK TO 
RETALIATE AND THE HARSRA LIGHT OF HER FLARE REVEALED A POWERFUL JAPANESE 






ONWARD..-UNDER THE FRIENDLY COVER OF 
DARKNESS... BUT THAT COVER WAS 
SUDDENLY AND VIOLENTLY TORN ASIDE AS 
A STAR SHELL CAST A BLINDING LIGHT 


Ri 
SOUNO ACTION 


STATION... THE JAPS 
HAVE CAUGHT up 


igs, 
Wy 141 iW 


5 


Be 


No Quarter 
THE CULVERLEY’S 4°7-INCH GUNS ON BOARD THE QUEEN.OF THE ISLANDS; THE 
CRASHED OUT iN UNISON AND SHE HEELED CAPTAIN HAD RUNG FOR “FULL SPEED 
OVER AS HER TURBINES SENT HER SLIM 


) AHEAD“;AND THE PASSENGER SHIP WAS} 
UENGTH' SLICING THROUGH THE WATER. FORGING AWAY FROM THE BATTLE + — 


KEEP A SHARP LOOKOLT, 

HAWKINS... WE'RE TOO 

CLOSE TO THE ISLANDS 
FOR COMFORT. 


AYE, AYE) 





A MOUNTING CRESCENDO OF GUNFIRE RUMBLED OVER THE WATER ) BUT NO SHELLS 
FELL NEAR THE QUEEN OF THE ISLANDS. IT SEEMED AS If SHE HAD STOLEN AWAY 
UNOBSERVED. «+ nN A mn SANIT oe HER / 


S 
RSS SSN 


x Uy 
RX A , y) WI 
‘ SS WS WS WS WY 


WQQ Wy, WHT, We HY Wey 
S AK Nit} Yu Wi, tig 
SG, 


YAY ty 
WHE 
YY 











30 No Quarts’ 
CHAOS END ; 








a worn 17, 
EVERYBODY ! 
KEEP CALM. « 
DON'T PANIC! 


PF tHE BOATS! 
70 THE BOATS! 


La 4 


7 Alps AN Z 


SMILER’S RINGING COMMAND QUELLED THE NOISY CONFUSION AND FOR A FEW 
MOMENTS THERE WAS A TENSE SILENCE. THEN A NEW TERROR STRUCK THEM... 














{ HOLD TIGHT... 
A WE'RE RUNNING 
3 AGROUND ! 


SS 





No Quarter 31 


MEADAMMILE , M3. CULYERLEY 3 FIGHTING A GALLANT J df 
THAT COULD 
















413-SA (COMMANDER ) TAXAYO OTSU OF HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY’S 
¥ CLOSED HiS NIGHT GLASS! WITH A peeceil 
AP AND TURNED TO HIS FIRST O} 


SIGNAL ‘CEASE FIRE) BREAK OFF THE 
SECTION.’ THE BRITISH SHIPS AR 

S\ SESTROYED.».A F 
DR HATED ENE 
TO RUN FAS 























A No Quarter 


Ciapter 3. FIGHTING CASTAWAYS 


BUT THERE WAS STILL LIFE ABOARD THE WRECKED Jie ae») 
QUEEN OF THE /SLANDS. AFTER TWO SEEMINGLY, 
ENDLESS AND SILENT HOURS) A HANDFUL OF 

SURVIVORS WATCHED THE DAWN'S RAYS 

LIGHTEN THE 


















INSTANTLY THE STERN OF THE WRECK PM LeEUTENANT SAMSON 
STIRRED INTO LIFE... AND THERE ARE ABOUT THIRTY 
. OF US HERE) SOMEWHAT THE 
i ; WORSE FOR WEAR. GLAD 
AHOY THERE. TO SEE YOU... 1 GUESS 


HOW MANY OF YOu YOURE FROM THE 
ARE LEFT... |S THERE DESTROYER. 
AN OFFICER k os : 
ABOARD 3 
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THE DESTROVER'S PINNACE SLOWLY EDGED IN CLOSE TO THE JAGGED CORAL REEF ON 
HICH THE PASSENGER SHIP RESTED..~ AND THE MIDSHIPMAN SCRAMBLED ASHORE. 
THAT'S RIGHT, SIR PLL TAKE A TRIP WITH CT) 
MIDSHIPMAN JOHN s YOU) JOHN, AND WE'LL 
CORK... FIFTEEN MEN : : HAVE A LOOK ATOUR NEW. 
AND MYSELF ARE ALL : HOME BEFORE WE 
THAT ARE LEFT OF THE ‘Bae = WHATS TO 
CULVERLEY'S CREW. WE DON 
WERE HIT HARD AND ‘ ; = 
RAN AGROUND LIKE / : 
YOURSELVES. 




















g zs IT’S Just 
ee ONE OF A GROUP 
HAVE YOU OF VOLCANIC ISLANOS 
, + < SE TO THE SUT 
ANY (GEA WHA STRAITS ) SIR. WE WERE 

APPROACHING THE 

STRAITS ON OUR 
WAY TO JAVA. 









THEY FOUND THAT THE 
ISLAND WAS LITTLE 
MORE THAN A VOLCANIC 
CONE RISING STARKLY 
OUT OF THE SEA. ON 
THE NORTHERN SIDE) 
FACING ACROSS THE 
STRAITS ; HOWEVER) 

iT SLOPED DOWN MORE 
GENTLY INTO A SANDY 
BAY WHICH WAS RINGED 
4 BY A CORAL REEF ON 
WHICH THE QUEEN OF 
THE ISLANDS WAS 
WRECKED. THE SEA 
TO THE SOUTH OF THE 
ISLAND WAS AN 

4 IMPASSABLE MAELSTROM 
POF ‘DANGEROUS CURRENTS 
AND ROCKY ISLETS 
JUTTING OUT OF THE 
DEPTHS. 
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CREERING ALONG IN THE SHALLOW WATER CLOSE 70 f) J 
THE SOUTHERN SHORE: THEY CIRCUMNAVIGATED 


GREAT SCOTT! IF THE SHIPS 
HAD DRIFTED INTO THOSE 
WATERS: THEY WOULD HAVE 

BROKEN UP IN NO 





SEEMS AS IF WE HAD A 
NARROW ESCAPE , THEN. YOu 
"KNOW; JOKN) THE MILITARY BIS NOISES 
WOULD CALL THIS A PERFECT DEFENSIVE 
POSITION. 4. A FIELD OF FIRE FROM 
THE ISLAND WOULD COVER THE 
PASSAGE THROUGH THE 
STRAITS « 

















THE SURVEY OVER) THE SURVIVORS OF BOTH SHIPS ——See 


WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE SANDY BEACH. 








i” WE WERE CARRYING SOME |MPORTANT 'S JUST ABOUT POSSIBLE 
Y RADAR EQUIPMENT AND SPECIALISTS .+. THERE)S PLENTY OF Xz 
TO JAVA. WHAT SRE THE CHANCES OF EL AND IF THESE GENTLEMEN 

| YOUR CONTINUING THE JOURNEY ik ARE PREPARED TO COME... 

THE BOAT WITH THEM) JOHN ? DO WE'LL HAVE ATRY. 
YOU THINK YOU COULD MAKE os 


WE'LL COME THE: 
EQUIPMENT 1S Ci 
THE DECK OVER 
THERE ...1T SHOULE 
BE UNDAMAGED 
FOR !T WAS WEL_ 
PACKED « 
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i M2. PENNTFEATHER COUGHED...ANC SPOKE uP, Hh i 


SMN-ER » YOU'VE GOT THE LIGHT OF BATTLE 
iN YOUR EYE. WITH YOUR PERMISSION > i’ 
LiKE TO STAY ON THE ISLAND WITH T 
REST OF YOU...» PERHAPS | COULD 
BE OF AID. 















T HAVE GOT SOMETHING IN 
++. AND YOUR EXPERT HELP 
WOULD BE VERY USEFUL. 












THE CRATES CONTAINING THE RADAR EQUIPMENT WERE SALVAGED FROM THE 
1 SHIP AND LOADED INTO THE DESTROYERS BOAT.WELL STOCKED WITH FOOD, 
ANO FUEL) THE TINY CRAFT SET OFF FOR D TJAVA. [ 













ALL 

THE BEST) § 

CHUMS! 
RS 

sia 

S 






NEED ALL THE 
LUCK GOING...TWO “S 

HUNDRED MILES IN AN 

OPEN BOAT WITH THE 
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THE BOAT DWINDLED UNTIL 1T WAS A MERE DOT.ON. THE MIRROR—LIKE SURFACE OF THE 
HEN SMILER SAMSON TURNED TO HIS STRANGELY ASSORTED COMPANY 


NOW) CHAPS. - WE'VE GOT WORK TO DO!) CAN'T 
INTRODUCE YOU TO EACH OTHER > BUT YOU'LL GET 
WELL ACQUAINTED IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. MY 

NAME'S SAMSON...LIEUTENANT SAMSON. WILL 

THE SENIOR RANKS OF EACH PARTY STEP 

\. FORWARD, PLEASE) AND TELL ME THE 

a JOBS OF THEIR MENe 














AFTER A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF 
AMONGST THEIR FELLOWS » RPORAL DOWNES 
PETTY OFFICER HOWARD ) SIR PARTY OF TWELVE 
“SIR. ! HAVE TWELVE MEN... ROYAL ENGINEERS «~~ 
TWO OF THEM WOUNDED. TWO / YANK RECOVERY 
TORPEDO AND FIVE GUNNERY a SECTION. 
RATINGS) TWO STOKERS? 
ONE COOK. 


SERGEANT 
HILL.» SiReee 
TWO MEN «0 
SPECIAL BOAT 
SECTION wae 
FROGMEN. 


CORPORAL 
. PUNTER ) SIR; R.A. Fe 
SERGEANTS ie SIX MEN. BALLOON 
SMITHSON AND BARRAGE - SECTION. 
CLARKE) SiR > CYPHER 


ECTIONG 


A 
CORPORAL BINKS 
AND TWO MEN) 
SIR, ORDNANCE 


XQ CORPS o 
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SMILER'S FACE BROADENED INTO A GRIN. «- AND FOR THE VA 
FIRST TIME FOR DAYS, HE LOOKED REALLY CHEERFUL. /” AG 












GOT ANY SWIMMERS 
AMONGST YOUR MEN 7 


GRE By 77 
eee 


Al aT Ags =) 
(ZA 


EP _COULON'T BE BETTER! 
\ PETTY OFFICER HOWARD... 
q 


i 









SEND TWO OR 
WY THREE OF THEM OUT TO. THE 
SHIP TO SEE IF THEY CAN BRING 
THAT BOAT ASHORE... THE ONE 

HANGING FROM THE DAVITS. 
WE'RE GOING TO NEED 
THAT. 


















WHILE THE SAILORS WENT ABOUT THEIR TASK) THE 
YOUNG OFFICER OUTLINED HIS PLANS TO THE REST 
OF THE MAROONED MEN. 


WITH THE HELP OF YOU ALL) WE'RE GOING TO 
TURN THIS LUMP OF LAVA INTO A SECOND ROCK 
OF GIBRALTAR. WE'RE NOT GOING TO WAIT HERE FOR 
THE JAPS TO WALK ASHORE AND TAKE US PRISONER» 
COURSE) WE MAY BE PICKED UP BY OUR BLOKES 
e+e BUT THE NAVY HAVE VERY-FEW SHIPS TO 

SPARE TO SEND FOR A FEW ODD- BODS 

LIKE US» 


OUR TWO 
SHIPS ARE LYING 
OUT THERE FULL OF THE 
THINGS WE NEED...FOOD, 
GUNS) AMMO) RADIO? 
RADAR. LET'S SEE WHAT 
WE_CAN SALVAGE FROM 
THE WRECKS) SHALL 
WE ? 
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IN THE NEAT FEW DAYS: SMILER’S CHEERFUL 

ENTHUSIASM INFECTED THE CASTAWAYS: AND 

THEY THREW THEMSELVES EAGERLY INTO THE 
SALVAGE OPERATIONS. 






LUMME! TINNED 
PINEAPPLES... AND THE 
ISLAND'S COVERED WITH 

BLOOMIN! PINEAPSLE 
PLANTS; 




















No Quarter 
[THE WAWAL GUNNERS AND THE TANK RECOVERY ENGINEERS WERE USING 
| SPECIALISED: SKILLS IN THEIR = 79 RECOVER THE DESTRO 








BRUTE! sf 
2S A git More Ei 








MEANWHILE EVERY USABLE PIECE OF AMMUNITION WAS BEING RETRIEVED FROM THE 
DECK LOCKERS AND THE PARTLY SUBMERGED AMMUNITION STORES OF THE WARSHIP. 


f CHIEF...) RECKON iy 
ITMIGHT JUST BE 








“HIMM2 ITS WORTH A 


aiMisht ster, Y meee] TRYce s DUMP THAT SHELL, 
{ he Y y 


. ND LL COME WITH YOU 
j{ TURRET STORE IF WE 6g, s AND HAVE A LOOK / 
, CAN GET THE WATER~ y. 


TIGHT DOORS OPEN. 


g BH) HERE)S THE IDEAL 
NICKNAMED CRUSOE ISLANG SPOT FOR THE RADAR, 


BY THE CASTAWAYS oo eEVERY § f/ SEE)T GIVES A CLEAR VIEW 

FIT MAN WAS HARD AT. WORK, ‘OF THE ENEMYS ONLY 

J ahi aaeaacaeaaateaice LINE OF ATTACK s, 
EV.CELLENTS 


\ 

= 

NNT 
2 tf 


m1 
raf 


N 


As 
SS : 
‘ PHEW! 1 WAS N@ 
BEGINNING TO 
THINK YOU WERE 
GOING TO HIKE RIGHT 
UP THE BLOOMIN? 
MOUNTAIN > 
PROFs 
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SMILER SAMSON HAD SET HIMSELF THE TASK | 


OF REPAIRING THE WIRELESS EQUIPMENT 
WHICH HAD BEEN DAMAGED WHEN THE 
QUEEN THE ISLANDS WAS HiT BY THE 
TORPEDO... FIX THE “th 


AERIAL AS NEAR TO 
THE TOP AS YOU CAN, 
JACK..eAND WHILE YOU'RE UP 
THERE ; THROW ME DOWN 


SKILLED SIGNALS OFFICER AND AN EX 

RADIO AMATEUR) THE MYSTERY OF 

WIRELESS WAS AN OPEN BOOK TO 

LIEUTENANT BILL SAMSON. + Z 
THAT'S OKAY! NOW 4 

LL TUNE IN TO THE NAVAL 

BASE ON THE FREQUENCY 

WE FOUND ABOARD THE 

SHIP. STAND BY) 





A COCONUT... l'M 
RST 


1 











“,..NO SKIP AVAILABLE TO RESCUE 
YOU), BUT REINFORCEMENTS ARMY 
ANO NAVY EXPECTED IN FIVE DAYS 
STOP WE WILL KEEP LISTENING 
WATCH ON THIS 
FREQUENCY.” 


(ACT WAS EVENTUALLY ESTABLISHED 
WITH ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN JAVA) 
AND WHEN !¥ WAS LEARNED THAT THE 
SURVIVORS INCLUDED CYPHER g 
PERSONNEL ) COMMUNICATION 
WAS CONTINUED IN CODE. 
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[TWO NIGHTS LATER; UNDER THE CLEAR STARLIT SKY) THE TIRED BUT HAPPY. SHiIPWRECKED- 
MEN OF ALL THREE SERVICES GATHERED: ROUND A FIRE TO ENJOY A WELL-EARNED-ME 
YOU'VE DONE A WONDERFUL JOB, CHAPS .2.THIS EVENING 

| WIRELESSED JAVA AND TOLD THEM THAT If THE JAPS 

CAME THIS WAY WE'D STAMP THEIR CALLING CARDS 

FOR THEM. THEY SAID... THANKS...AND GOOD 


LUCK. WE CAN BE ASSURED THEY WILL PICK i i 
US UP IF HUMANLY POSSIBLE. THEY ALSO hee 
FOLD ME THAT OUR BOAT PARTY P Sis sl 








A BUZZ OF EXCITEMENT ROSE FROM 
LMEN»»-AND WAS INSTANTLY QUELLED 
AS A SHOUT RANG OUT FROM. THE 
|MOUNTAIN SIDE ABOVE THE BEAC: 


RADAR WARNING! 
PLANES APPROACHING. 









































ARE THEY 
JAPS..-OR ARE 
THEY OURS? 


JAPS);MATE... YOU 
CAN TELL THE SOUND OF THE 


DOESN’T LOOK AS IF THEY 
SAW OUR FIRE. 


SOUSE THAT FIRE! 

IT WOULD’ BE A. PFT¥ TOr 
SPOIL THE SURPRISE WE'VE 
GOT WAIFING FOR: THE 
. LITLE VELLOW' MEN. 


No Quarter B 


} ST WAS It.15 THE NEXT MORNING WHEN THE-FIRST JAPANESE SHIPS WERE SIGHTED. THEY © 
WERE TWO DARK GREY DESTROVERS> NO DOUBT THE ADVANCE GUARD-OF A LARGER 


FORCE--+ J WE'LL HOLD OUR FIRE. 

THERE SHOULD BE BETTER  \f TWO-MEN TORPEDOES WERE 
TARGETS TO COME. LET THEM | WRECKED. } RECKON WE 
LOOK OVER THE WRECKS AND /\ COULD HAVE-DONE SOME _/4 

DECIDE WE'VE ALL f DAMAGE WITH “FZ 
: HAD IT. "THEM. 


SMILER SWUNG ROUND ON THE FROGMAN SERGEANT. « - 


{HIS ATTENTION CAUGHT BY ONE WORD..- TH-THEY'RE OKAY, SIR, \ 


TORPEDOES! WHY DIDN'T t THINK WE LEFT THEM ’COS WE DIDN'T SEE 
OF THOSE BEFORE? PETTY OFFICER 
HOWARD ; ARE THOSE TORPEDO TUBES THEY'RE FIRED BY COMPRESSED AIR ees 
ON THE CULVERLEY DAMAGED... BUT THERE’S NO EQUIPMENT ON THE 
AND IF NOT; HOW ARE THEY SHIP TO BUILD UP THE NECESSARY 
FIRED ? AIR PRESSURE NOW. 
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COME ON, HOWARD, COLLECT THE PRESSURE {N THE CYLINDERS WAS FOUND 
| ote THE RAFE BALLOON CORPOR DESTROYERS PASSED OUT OF SIGHT THROUGH 
E THE LL Pi K 
SEE THE RACE ON ar eee THE STRAITS; THE BOAT LADEN WITH GAS 


WiTH ANY THER! 
ENOUGH PRESSURE IN Tis OAs it] [CYLINDERS SET OFF ACROSS THE BAY. 


CYLINDERS TO FIRE THOSE SS 
TORPEDOES. WE'LL HAVE TO GET : : He 
A MOVE ON; THOUGH. ASN SS 





| FRENZIED ACTIVITY FOLLOWED ABOARD H.M.S.CULVERLEY AS THE MEN STROVE TO ADAPT 
| THE CVLINDERS TO THE FIRING MECHANISM ATOP THE TWIN TORPEDO TUBES. TWENTY 


| MINUTES WENT BY... ALL BUT 


HOW?S IT GOING; ~- 7) FINISHED; SIR.«. -, : 
V/ LADS ? THE PROFS LAST NUT BEING f ITLL 
GIVING ME THE SIGNAL TIGHTENED EITHER WORK 
| THAT HE'S PICKED UP f  olinsel Reel 
OTHER SHIPS ON ' ‘Aad A ieeiaiiaiasead 
HIS RADAR. 
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SOON THE SUPERSTRUCTURE OF A LARGE WARSHIP SHOWED ABOVE THE HORIZON. 3 


YE BEY THAT LOOKS LIKE AN AIRCRAFT 
ig CARRIER TO ME.HOWARD) ARE 
YOU AN EXPERT ON TORPEDOES? 

















RIGHT) THEN 
WE'LL LEAVE THE 
JOB TO THE MEN WHO a 
KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT AS 
{Tee< THE TORPEDO 
RATINGS 








SMMENSELY PLEASED WITH THE CONFIDENCE SMILER SAMSON 
HAD PLACED IN THEM) THE TWO SAILORS CONCENTRATED ; 3 








PORT 
TWO DEGREES) 
CHARLIEs 


” WAIT FOR 
IT) NOBBY<«+ 
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FOR A-HUNDRED NERVE-SHATTERING SECONDS, THE MEN 


ON THE DESTROYER WAITED. HAD THEY WASTED 
THEIR TORPEDOES OR... THEN... 


tees 1 \ 











THE JAPANESE CARRIER WAS STRUCK A SUDDEN AND CRIPPLING BLOW) BUT 
SMILER KNEW THAT. RETRIBUTION WGULD NOT BE FAR OFF. 
= = 





BOYS ) YOU'VE 

MADE A NAME FOR 
NOT BAO: YOURSELVES... YOU'VE FIRED THE 

NOBBY heats FIRST SHOT IN THE BATTLE OF 
’ t AD eos 
WWE SEEN RA CRUSOE ISLAND. NOW) LETS GET 
THE JAPS WORK OUT WHERE 
THOSE TORPEDOES 
CAME FROM. 
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Chapter 4 BATTLE OF Crusoe Istawo 


BY THE TIME. THE INTREPID MEN REACHED THEIR ISLAND FORTRESS; ENEMY 
WARSH' WERE WEAVING AROUND THE STRICKEN CARRIER «.- 


J i AS SOON AS WE TOUCH) DRAG THE 


BOAT UP THE BEACH UNDER COVER 
-.. AND THEN WE'LL WAIT FOR 
EE THE NEXT MOVE. 























DESPITE THE MYSTERIOUS SINKING OF THEIR 
CARRIER ESCORT) THE. TROOPSHIPS WERE 
STILL MOVING STEADILY TOWARDS THE 
STRAITS +.. INTO RANGE OF THE HIDDEN 


HERE THEY 
S COME... BOY, THEY'VE 
GOT THEIR SECOND 
SURPRISE OF THE DAY 









































MAKE THE 


MOST OF THE FIRST 
FEW ROUNDS) MEN... 
AFTER THAT) WE'RE GOING 
TO BE ON THE RECEIVING 
END AS WELL AS 
DISHING ITOUT. 
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| THE MOMENT OF SURPRISE CAME... 
- — 











RANGES HAD BEEN CALCULATED TO A YARD» AND EVEN THOUGH 
THE MOUNTINGS AND THE GUN-CREWS WERE MAKE-SHIFT) 
THAT FIRST SALVO WAS ON TARGET. fT 














NUMBER 
ONE GUN 1 
READY, 
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. BUT THE JAPANESE 
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OEE 


AND iN A DESPERATE CLOSE ATTACK) A DESTROYER RECEIVED THE FULL FORCE OF 
THE ISLAND'S GUNS IN ONE CRASHING BLOW. THE ENEMY TURNED AWAY / 





THEY'RE _ 
TURNING. WE'VE 
STOPPED 











THE SUDDEN RELEASE OF TENSION AS THE ACTION ENDED LEFT THE ISLANO’S 
DEFENDERS LIMP AND EXHAUSTED. THE GREAT BURNISHED ORB OF THE SUN WAS / 
SINKING TOWARDS THE SEA) AND SMILER KNEW THAT NIGHT WOULD BRING 


i 
eReer DANGERS = YES ) PROF.1. BUT DON’T RUN AWAY 
FINE WORK; SMILER... WITH THE IDEA THAT THE BATTLE’S 
THEY GOT MORE OVER. THE JAPS DON’T GIVE 
THAN THEY UP SO EASILY. 
EXPECTED. 








UP) BLOKES... 
COME AND GET 





6 Quarter 5! 
TAT SMILER'S REQUEST) MR, PENNYSEATHER RETURNED TO 
POST; AND THEN THE YOUNG OFF 


SEARCHED OUT CORPORA! BU 
A CORPORAL) IN WHAT 7 


DON'T SEE WHY NOT/SIR».. 
CONDITION IS YOUR BALLOON BiuT THERE WILL ONLY BE ENOUS 
D¥OU THINK YOU COULD SAS TO HOIST IT TWO OR 
iN SET IT INTO THE é THREE HUNDRED SEET 


SS 











| WHILST THERE WAS STILL SOME LIGHT. THE FOLDED BARRAGE 


\ 
| BALLOON WAS TRANSPORTED TO THE NORTH-EAST SIDE OF THE ;s 
ISLAND,,..AND INFLATION STARTED WITH ALL SPEED. ae 








WITH: THAT ff 
CYLINDER... J 
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BY.THE TIME THE R.A.F. MEN WERE ABLE gam ao 
TO HOIST THE PARTIALLY INFLATED 
BALLOON; THE MOON WAS RIDING 
HIGH IN THE NIGHT SKY 





WHY. DID 
YOU PICK THIS 
SPOT FOR THE 

BALLOON) 

SIR? 

















WELL;CORPORAL») 
MY GUESS IS THAT THE 


SV BLANES FROM ANOTHER 
CARRIER TO HAVE A BANG AT USe 
THEIR OBVIOUS APPROACH 
WOULD BE ALONG THE LINE OF 
OUR GUNS) ESPECIALLY WITH 
THE VOLCANO IN THE WAY IF 
THEY CAME FROM ANY OTHER 
DIRECTION. I'M HOPING THAT 

YOUR BALLOON PLUS THE 

HEN. POM-POMS CAN BREAK 

B UP THAT LINE OF 

? ATTACK y 
io ‘a 





i YOU W NT. 
GUESSED WRONG WRONG, SMILER «ee ¥ 
| CERTAINLY 2s = @ HERE COME THEIR 
°° HOPE SO. ee PLANES. NOT 


NY 
\) 
Wis 


mS 


SS 


| THE LEADER OF THE JAPANESE NAVV 

| FIGHTER BOMBERS AIMED HIS PLANE 
HIN A SHALLOW DIVE AT THE DARK f 
| SHAPE OF THEIR TARGET. 


TARGET 
STRAIGHT AHEAD! 
FOLLOW MY BOMB 





| HANDS HOVERING OVER THEIR BOMB RELEASE SWITCHE WY 
THE PILOTS FOLLOWED THEIR LEADER IN.++ THEN.» i ni7 
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THE-SECOND PLANE HIT THE FIRST; AND AS THE } 
THIRD TRIED TO AVOID A SIMILAR _COLLIS'ON) 
THE POM-POMS OPENED FIRE. } a 











R THE SEA. THE ENEMY SHIPS WER! 














= NIGHT BECAME HIDEOUS WITH THE CRASH OF GUNFIRE AS SHELL AFTER SHELL WAS 

| AIMED AT THE TROOPSHIPS.. «AND THE POM-FOMS HAMMERED CONTINUOUSLY AT THE 
R BOMBERS WHICH WERE COMING IN AGA ‘ i 

- “NWR : y : 


MT 
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AFTER TWENTY MINUTES THE REMAINING TWO HOURS AFTER DAWN AN OMINO 
GUNS FALTERED...AND STOPPED. THE EY SUPERSTRUCTURE WAS SEEN O 
ENEMY HAD RETIRED ONCE MORE; BUT THE ORIZON BY A LOOK-OUT 

DEFENDERS WERE DESPERATELY TIRED. 


REST ALL YOU CAN» CHAPS... 


MM AFRAID THERE WiLL BE 
MORE FIGHTING TO 


















Ley <p 
Nay 
2 S> 


fy 


oe; 
Va 
ers 


HEAVY CRUISER... 
THE BIG STUFF! WE'RE 
FOR IT THIS TIME) AND 
NO MISTAKE. 4 











THE CRUISER LOOMED MENACINGLY INTO VIEW) AND ] 
THE MEN GRIMLY. WATCHED HER APPROACH . _/ 
BUT THEY DID NOT FLINCH. = 









WITH THEIR 
BIG GUNS THEY'LL 
BE ABLE TO HiT US FOR 

TEN MINUTES BEFORE WE 
CAN HIT BACK. KEEP UNDER 
COVER) LADS 
THE WORD. LE 
BY THEN WE? 
GOT SOME 
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THE JAPANESE CRUISER’S 8-INCH SHELLS BLASTED GREAT CRATERS OF SAND AND 
ROCK OUT OF THE ISLAND... AND BEFORE THEY COULD FIRE A SINGLE SHOT IN 
RETALIATION, TWO OF SMILER!S BATTERY WERE SHATTERED. 








THEY'RE IN 
RANGE; HOWARD « « 
I'S NOW OR NEVER... 
WE'VE ONLY ONE GUN 
LEFT. GET TWO VOLUNTEERS 
AND WE'LL. HAVE A 
CRACK AT THEM! 








WE'LL NEVER, 

SINK HER WITH THIS 
PEA-SHOOTER) SO WE'LL 
AIM FOR THAT CHRISTMAS 
TREE SUPERSTRUCTURE ++ 

PERHAPS WE CAN DO 
SOME: DAMAGE 
THERE. 








RANGE WAS SHORT, THIS TIME A CRY iUMPH RANG 
LY FROM THE ISLAND'S Gi OUT. BUT WAS INSTANTLY DROWNED 


JAPANESE CRUISER CLOSE. IN A THUNDEROUS ROAR AS J 
LITARY GUN ROARED } } SHELL EXPLODED IN THE Gur 
ASH OF CRIMSON SHO! S oe ae: 

CRUISER'S ARMOURED 8B 


DOWN ONE <i 
HUNDRED... GUN g 





READY, SIR. 


7 ONE OVER, 
HOPE THIS, 
HITS THE Bur... 





No Querier 5¢ 
HTHE GUN. WAS WRECKED: AND TRE MEN - MANNING FT WERE KNOCKED UNCONSCIOUS. 17 


SEVERAL MINUTES LATER; SMILER SAMSON: CAME TO. HIS SENSES TO FIND 
ERGEANT SMIFHSON BENDING ANXIOUSLY: O' 1M. BEE: eS 

wy MISTER SAMSON; MISTER SAMSON «+ « 

WM WIRELESS MESSAGE S JUST COME 


THROUGH... A NAVAL FORCE ’ 
THE WAY TO US. IT WIEL LOOK WHAT'S 














HROUGH PAIN-FILLED EYES) BILL SAMSON STARED ACROSS 


“tT 


\. THE CALM; EMERALD WATERS OF THE BAY. «+ « 





TAP 
LANDING CRAET! 











| 
| 
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WITH A TREMENDOUS EFFORT) SMILER THREW THE JAPANESE BOATS MOVED TOWARDS 
THE ISLAND LIKE UGLY BLACK 
WATER BEETLES: 


OFF THE FEELING OF DESPAIR THAT GRIPPED 












HIM.HE FORCED HIMSELF TOHIS FEET. 


COLLECT ALL THE SMALL ARMS 
YOU CAN FIND. SERGEANT HiLL> TAKE 
HALF THE MEN TO THE LEFT FLANK,.. 
HOWARD» COVER THE RIGHT WITH 
THE REMAINDER. DON'T FiRE 
UNTIL. YOU CAN'T MISS AND... 
GOOD LWCK CHAPS | 


























arn 
ZA By : 


= QUICK-FIRING OERLIKON CANNON POURED SHELLS INTO THE 
FRAIL LANDING CRAFT. BUT STILL THEY CAME ON. 


rr B il! Us za? Pn 7 WELL) DON’T: 
aly ONE MORE Fees : WASTE WHAT YOU'VE 


MAGAZINE > ears = GOTo+. THERE'S 
AND 'VE HAD : : TOO MANY OF 
itd : : ; : 








FIFTY SCREAMING JAPANESE MARINES REACHED ZL 
THE WHITE SANDS OF CRUSOE ISLAND) AND L 
TWENTY OF THOSE FELL AT THE WATER'S EDGE. 


( 








4] iN A MOMENT) TRE 
AND THE ISLAND?S 

‘| WERE LOCKED IN A 317 
HAND-TO-HAND BA 





SAVAGELY). GIVING NO Qa’ 
ASKING NONE) THE CASTAWAYS 
FOUGHT FOR THEIR Li 


AAGH! SMILER...) 
LOOK OUT / 








| DAZEDLY) SWHILER SAMSON AND +S MEN LOOKED ABOUND THEW... SOMEHOW 
PSHE HAD VR NQUISHED E Ou ENEM* SSAYLT TROOPS. 
POUT AT SER CAME THE THUNDER -OF SUNS... ¥ 

THANKS 3 PROF... DELIGHTED TO HAWE een \ 

YOu'S:, WE OF ASSISTANCE OUD 





THE NAVY'S 


CHEB. . DELIGHTED.’ a HERE! 





AMHRSTHLY GATHERED ALLIED NAVAL 
RHE JAPANESE INVASION FLEET... ; 





ESCORT TO 
PICK UP THE MEN 
ON EME 'SLAND 


WER | 

Y SUNNERY ISN'T 

UP TOeUSUAL JAP 

i STANDARDS. ‘SIR. 
THEYRE WELL 
‘OFF TSRGET. 





THAF ONE HIT. FROM THE ISLAND’S GUN HAD 
Te IT’ HAD DAMAGED THE 
GUNNERY CONTROL SYSTEM. 
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AND HIS: MEN GENTLY CARRIED THEIR WOUNDED COMRADES ABOARD. 


YOU'LL SOON BE COMFORTABLE 
IN THE SICK BAY) CHUMS... 

AND YOU 
DESERVE IT. 4 


gS 









ISLAND IN A 





es = 
AND LOOKING BACK FROM THE LAST BOAT AS IT LEFT THE BATTLE-SCARRED BE! 
LIEUTENANT SMILER SAMSON KNEW THAT HE TOO WOULD NEVER FORGET 
CRUSOE ISLAND OR THE MEN WHO HAD FOUGHT THERE WITH HIM. 
YOU GOT THE ACTION ig Y PROF; NO MAN COULD WANT 
YOU CRAVED) SMILER. ey SETTER COMRADES BESIDE HIM 
ENOUGH TO LAST : ; 9 THAN YOU AND THE REST OF THESE 
AN OLD FOGEY LADS. WE PROVED ONE THING FOR 
TCE EO A au é ALL TO SEE... THE JAPS CAW BE 
a ‘> ge { BEATEN) AND ONE OF THESE DAYS 
AFRAID « Za THEY'RE GOING TO GET THE 
: HIDING OF THEIR 


WHEN A DESTROYER'S BOATS REACHED THE BEACH OF CRUSOE ISLAND; SMILER SAMSON 


WON'T FORGET CRUSOE 
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ACTION... THRILLS... ON SALE NOW 


‘THRILLER PICTURE LIBRARY 3 


, BATILER BRITTON 





SWIFT-MOVING STORIES OF THE ADVENTUROUS 
WEST—-AT LESS THAN HALF THE NORMAL 





FULLLENGTH 
FULL SIZE 


FREE 
GIFT! 


You can obtain a 
FREEZHEAT 
VACUUM JUG 
free if you enrol 
a friend in the 
Club. Send your 
friend’s name and 
address with 5s. 
(4s. plus Is. post- 
age) for the first 
book, mentioning 
this offer, and your 
Freezheat Vacuum 
Jug will be sent to 
you. 





And other wonderful 
gift-offers every 
month ! 








PUBLISHED PRICES! 
Now’s the time to join the 


Western 
Book Club 


IT BRINGS YOU A FIRST-CLASS 4/ 
BOOK EVERYMONTH FOR ONLY _ 


Each month, Western Book Club members 
receive the Club’s full-length, unabridged, full- 
size edition of an outstanding, recently- 
published book—spine-tingling yarns of action, 
courage and adventure set against the back- 
ground of the deserts, canyons and mountains 
of the West: told by the best-known Western writers of Britain and 
America. 

Remember, too, that these splendid books are printed in clear modern 
type on good quality paper, well-bound with an attractive picture- 
acket. And although in the ordinary way they would cost 10s. 6d., 
12s. 6d., or more, BERS OF THE WESTERN BOOK CLUB 
ARE PRIVILEGED TO BUY THEM FOR ONLY 4s. 

The Western Book Club’s selections are books which you will enjoy 
reading, will be proud to own. Through the Western Book Club you 
will be able to build up, at remarkably low cost, a first-class collection 
of lively, fascinating, thrill-packed books. Now is the time to join! 


LOOK AT THESE TITLES ! Recent and forthcoming 


selections—at only 4s. to 
members—include DISASTER VALLEY by Frank C. Robertson 
(Published at 8s. 6d.) ; THE BAD LANDS BEYOND by Norman A. 
Fox (8s. 6d.); THE FUGITIVE TRAIL by Zane Grey (12s. 6d.) ; 
RIDIN’ THROUGH by William Colt Macdonald (12s. 6d.); THE 
BRAVADOS by Frank O’Rourke (13s. 6d.): THE BIG TRAIL by 
Max Brand (12s. 6d.). All wonderful value ! 


emus FILL IN THIS ENROLMENT FORM TODAY | oem 


To the Western Book Club, 121 Charing Cross Road, London, W.C.2 


1 wish to join the Western Book Club, and agree to purchase the book 
issued each month to members at a cost of 4s. (postage Is.). I agree 
to continue my membership for a minimum of six books and thereafter 
until I cancel. War Pic. Lib./May 59 


Ba * I will pay tor selections on receipt. 
[a ~ T enclose 30s. for 6 months’ subscription, 
* Place ¥ in the space above. as required. 


Owned and_con- 
trolled by Foyles 


the world-famous 
booksellers. 





NAMB? oii) oisicisisisosicinicisiedeuisniecisin seis coe oeia ace aie ewe gealeajanlemeiia aes 
(Block letters, please) 


ADDRESS 





